


Leading in our hyper-sexualized culture can be overwhelming 
and intimidating. Rather than gaining clarity, our society 
seems to be sprinting towards confusion. Churches, pastors 
and leaders seem torn or caught in the confusion. 

In this webinar I want to introduce pastors to an approach 
that partners biblical truth and while still walking in grace. 



This is Me
I attended seminary openly 
lesbian before God apprehended 
and redirected me. 

The Family
Doug and I have been married 
14 years. This is my dog-son, Eli, 
a 6 y.o. German Shepherd.

Pastoring
I am co-founder (with Ken 
Williams) of Equipped to Love 
and CHANGED Movement.
I’m a pastor on staff at Bethel 
and have a MA in Theology.
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There is no sin in scripture that God does not 
provide an answer for. He is not diabolical. God 
always provides a way forward through the 
Holy Spirit.

The gospel is powerful enough to heal cancer. It 
certainly is powerful enough to restore our 
sexuality and gender.



“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I 
plead with you to give your bodies to 
God because of all he has done for you. 
Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice—the kind he will find 
acceptable. This is truly the way to 
worship him...



“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of 
this world, but let God transform you into 
a new person by changing the way you 
think. Then you will learn to know God’s 
will for you, which is good and pleasing 
and perfect..”



We must never assume, due to human 
weakness, that something abnormal (or 
seemingly unsolvable) is outside the 
parameters of God’s redemption. 

Nothing is impossible with God. 

But has the Church battled for breakthrough 
on behalf of LGBT-identifying people?
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God invites us to surrender what we know to be 
true of ourselves apart from Him, in order to 
experience the New Creation He offers through 
Christ. 

Jesus is the door into God’s Kingdom, but to enter 
we must leave the old behind. Now we are not 
LGBTQ, we are sons and daughters of God.



“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come.”

“... anyone who belongs to Christ has 
become a new person. The old life is 
gone; a new life has begun!” (NLT)



Henri Nouwen, in The Inner Voice of Love, 
presents a beautifully clear idea of what this 
looks like. He suggests that entering God’s 
Kingdom is akin to immigrating to a new nation. 
How will you steward your new citizenship? 



1. Agree with scripture and partner with God

2. Educate your staff and congregation on Scripture

3. Walk with the faithful in your midst

4. Prepare an action plan for engagement



Seek deeper understanding of scripture and understand your 
own heart regarding God’s Kingdom-minded vision for family, 
sexuality and community. 

Be committed to what scripture says. Homosexuality is sin, but 
God addresses sin through the cross. Teach openly about all of 
sexuality, not just homosexuality. 

Re-establish your commitment to a Christian sexual ethic and 
talk about its virtues.



Educate your staff, team and then your whole congregation on 
your vision. Discuss the Bible and its mandate for healthy 
relationships. 

Start with the Bible’s overarching theme of the purpose  
ofmarriage and family—not only the sin passages. CAST VISION.

Why is sexual intercourse sacred to God? 

The goal for the individual is to create authentic relationship with 
Jesus and life as His disciple—not to change a person’s sexual 
orientation. 



Most likely you already have church participants that experience 
same sex attraction who are living a life surrendered to Jesus. 
Focus first on creating an environment where they feel welcome 
to be open and safe.

Let them help you better understand the experience.

Learn how to support them fully and minister to their needs. Find 
resources that offer insight for wholeness and walk together with 
them.



Be prepared for new people who come in with an intentional 
action plan. Take time to consider tough questions such as, 
“will you baptize people who identify as gay?”

Have a hospitality or deacon team ready to answer questions 
and make people feel welcome. Create relationships through 
intentional conversations.

Don’t withhold the truth about your doctrine, but invite people 
to continue in your fellowship as they better understand 
scripture. It’s okay for Jesus’ disciples to be in process.



1. An encounter with God that bolsters faith

2. A discipleship journey that focuses on the goodness 
of God and on scripture

3. Prophetic community with healthy, intimate 
relationships

Revival is coming! Don’t invite people to a lesser gospel. 
Lead along the narrow road!
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● HELPING PASTORS UNDERSTAND, 
NAVIGATE, AND MINISTER TO THE LGBT 
COMMUNITY

● A 10-VIDEO E-COURSE 
● LAUNCHING - 11/19/19



GOD ENCOUNTERS: HEARING TRUTH

● Beyond the confusion: Does God confront us 
regarding our sexuality and bring restoration? 
What can that look like?

● What are the unique emotional and spiritual 
challenges for people who experience same-sex 
attraction or gender confusion?

● How can Christians partner with God as He 
touches lives?

KINGDOM MINDED DOCTRINE

PREPARING YOUR CHURCH



GOD ENCOUNTERS: HEARING TRUTH

KINGDOM MINDED DOCTRINE

● The establishment of God’s Kingdom in our 
personal lives: Cultivating a message that the 
gospel has power for redemption and 
restoration

● Why is homosexuality sin? 
● Understanding how sexual sin impacts the 

body of Christ

PREPARING YOUR CHURCH



GOD ENCOUNTERS: HEARING TRUTH

KINGDOM MINDED DOCTRINE

PREPARING YOUR CHURCH

● Seeing the whole picture: A glance at 
homosexuality in history to today’s gay 
subculture

● Thinking through the practicalities
● Becoming a guide to identity in Christ for 

LGBTQ people
● Preserving the gospel: Agreeing with scripture 

and partnering with God



LOVE. SEX. WHOLENESS. FREEDOM.
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